
Secretary of 'Jar wrote Agent Meigs to embrace ever? occasion for

sounding the chiefs on the subject of the removal of the whole

h o
tribe

.

\ considerable difference existed at this time ^otween the

Upper and Lower Cherokees; the former where chieflv farmers y while

the latter— still hunters - -were beginning to feel themselves

'ie'l"o^ in bv the narrowing boundaries of their hunting grounds.

differences of oainion growing out' of these differences in occu-

pations led to discontent In "lay 1^08, a delegation of TTooer

Cherokees arrived in Washington requesting that a line he drawn

between their lands and those of the Lower Cherokees. that their

lands he allotted them in severalty and that they be admitted

is citizens of the
"
Tnlted States while their brethren in the

^outh might hunt as long as the game lasted. In his talk with

them Jefferson encouraged removal Vx ut informed that citizen-

s ^
shi^ could not he conferred us>on them except by ^ongress

.

The next vear or two the idea of removal seems to have

gained favor with both 'bier and Lower Cherokees . \n aonropria-

tion having been made for the purpose, a delegation isras sent out

to investigate the Arkansas country and returned with such favor-

able reports a lar^e number were prepared to move at once.

Tefferson went out of office, however., before anything coul^ ^e

accomolished, and nr. Madison was not in favor of removal on a

large scale. Although by 1-17 between 2 3 000 and S^OO^ 1
had

emigrated, the emigration was not officially countenanced either


